




” Why do we do it that way? Well, uhm, 
we’ve always done it that way … I guess.”



– Business rule @ Dartmouth

“All undergraduate students will be assigned to one 
of the four communities upon initial registration: 

NORTH, EAST, SOUTH, and WEST.” 



Since a DB cannot determine whether a provided email address is valid, an 
application will have to be written.

“All students are required to maintain a valid email 
address with the registrar after graduation.” 



Since the DB cannot determine whether a country is a current member  of 
the EU, some application code is needed.+

“Personal Health Information (PHI) of citizens of a 
member country of the EU may only reside on 

storage media that is physically within the 
boundaries of the EU as long as that citizen’s 

country is part of the EU.” 







Business rules example: 
Registrar

• A Student must register for the courses he/she wishes to take in a 
term.  He/she can take up to six courses per term. 


• A class has a professor, who might teach one or more courses each 
term. The same, or a different, professor will teach each class, but no 
professor will be required to teach more than three courses in a term.


• For courses with large enrollments, multiple sections may be created 
and registered students will be placed in one of them up to a 
maximum of 35 in each class. 


• The classes are always indoors, in an assigned room.  It is not 
required that all classes for a course be taught in the same room. Not 
all courses are taught each term. 


